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REPORT,ON 1959 FOREST TREE SEED CROP 
I N  NEW ENGLAND 

The 1959 f o r e s t  t r e e  seed c rop  is gene ra l l y  l i g h t ,  
according t o  observers .  l  I t  i s  b e t t e r  than t h e  1957 crop, 
b u t  only i n  few p l ace s  is  i t  comparable with l a s t  y e a r ' s  
p roduc t ion .  The b e t t e r  c rops  were r epo r t ed  i n  t h e  north-  
western Massachusetts-southwestern Vermont a r e a  and i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  Maine a r ea .  

Severe win te r  weather and summer drought cond i t i ons  
a r e  g iven  a s  causes  f o r  reduced c rops  i n  c e n t r a l  and north-  
e r n  Vermont. F r o s t  and l a t e  snow damage i s  r epo r t ed  i n  
Graf ton  County, New Hampshire. Elsewhere, i n s e c t  damage and 
hungry s q u i r r e l s  reduced t h e  crop.  

I n  genera l ,  most s p e c i e s  produced a l i g h t  seed crop, 
with medium o r  b e t t e r  c rops  i n  some l o c a l i t i e s  ( t a b l e  1 ) .  
The whi te  p ine  seed c rop  was r ep o r t ed  heavy i n  t h e  Massachu- 
setts-Vermont a r e a  and i n  e a s t e r n  Maine. A good c rop  was 
r epo r t ed  f o r  both 1958 and 1959 f o r  p a r t s  of  t h e  c o a s t a l  
r eg ion  i n  Maine. There were i s o l a t e d  r e p o r t s  of  medium seed 
c rops  f o r  o t h e r  con i f e r s - -pa r t i cu l a r l y  whi te  spruce  i n  e a s t -  
e r n  Maine, hemlock i n  c e n t r a l  Vermont, and tamarack and 
cedar  i n  e a s t e r n  Maine and western Vermont. 

'Based on 42 r e p o r t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  fol lows:  Maine 14, New Hampshire 6 ,  Ver- 

mont 15, & s s a c h u s e t t s  4, Rhode I s land  1, Connecticut 2. S t a t e  Serv ice  For- 

e s t e r s ,  f o r e s t r y  school f a c u l t y  members, i n d u s t r i a l  f o r e s t e r s ,  and U. S. For- 

e s t  Serv ice  personnel  cooperated i n  supp ly ing  t h i s  information. The p r o j e c t  

was conducted by t h e  Committee on S i l v i c u l t u r e ,  New England Sec t ion ,  S o c i e t y  o f  
American Fores te r s .  



Table 1.--Forest t r e e  seed 

Species  
New 

Hampshire 

White p ine  
Red p ine  

White spruce  
Red spruce 
Balsam f i r  

Hemlock 
Tamarack 
Northern whi te-cedar 

Red maple 
Sugar maple 
Black b i r ch  
Yellow b i r c h  
White b i r c h  

Red oak 
White oak 

Basswood 
Beech 
White ash 
Black cherry  

Trembling aspen 
Bigtooth aspen 

* 
Seed crops  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as  fol lows:  

F = F a i l u r e :  none, o r  few seeds on occas ional  t r e e s .  
VL = Very Light :  few seeds  on 25 percent  of t h e  t r e e s .  

L = Light :  few seeds on 75 percent  of  t he  t r e e s .  
M = Medium: some seeds on a l l  t r ee s ,  many on some t r e e s  
H = Heavy: some seeds on a l l  t r ee s ,  many on most t r e e s  ( 

Hardwood seed  c r o p s - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  beech, 
b i r c h ,  maple associa t ion--were  very  l i g h t .  The wh i t e  oak 
acorn  c r o p  was r e p o r t e d  heavy i n  e a s t e r n  Massachuse t t s .  
There  were s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of  mediwn o r  heavy c rops  o f  r e d  
oak acorns  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i e s  range .  There was a good c r o p  
o f  r e d  maple s eed  i n  southwestern  Maine and e a s t e r n  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s .  The boxe lde r  s eed  c rop  was r e p o r t e d  heavy i n  
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Penobscot  County, Maine, and medium i n  Caledonia  County, 
Vermont. There was a heavy c r o p  of  mountain maple s eed  i n  
Aroostook County, Maine. 
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